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pioneer who reshaped Japanese
graphic design through his

innovative use of light, color, and
digital technology. This pitch book
highlights the core principles behind
Katsui's style-his approach to

N

Mitsuo Katsui is recognized as a
of technology, and his belief that
design evolves with time.
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spatial illusions to produce
three-dimensional movement
and visual resonance. His
works balance rational

order with emotional tone,
often reflecting Zen-like
tranquility and the sensitivity
of Japanese aesthetics.
Katsui was the first graphic
designer in Japan to adopt
computers as a creative tool.
By the 1980s, he collaborated
with Apple, exploring the
emerging possibilities of
digital imaging. His forward-
looking approach helped
elevate Japanese graphic
design into the digital age.
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Styles

Mitsuo Katsui believed

that design is a living
system—a medium that
connects humans to unseen
forces such as emotion,
rhythm, and time. For him,
technology was not merely
a device but an extension

of human imagination. He
emphasized the importance
of creating from nothing,
insisting that designers must
harness inner strength and
envision the future rather
than imitate the present.
His work is characterized

by a harmonious blend of
scientific precision and
poetic abstraction. While his
geometric structures reflect

modernist discipline, his
gradients and light diffusion
evoke spirituality and cosmic
energy. Katsui viewed design
as a universal language
capable of transcending
culture, technology, and time.
His innovative integration

of light, motion, and digital
experimentation continues
to influence contemporary
visual culture—from graphic
design and media arts to
immersive installations.
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He designed not only for
aesthetic impact but for
sensory experience, aiming
to guide the viewer through
a rhythm of discovery. This
methodology continues to
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Even before computers, it was
hard work, because we cut each
piece by hand, joined them, and
changed them. What we were
doing was the same as what
computers do now.”

-Mitsuo Katsui
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Flag Design (Banner)

Mitsuo Katsui
March - August, 2025
Explore Your Light Journey

The banner system
highlights the exhibition’s
identity through layered
gradients and the
deconstructed form of the
Kanji character “%J“. By
stretching its strokes into
fluid geometric paths, the
design echoes Katsui's
fascination with digital
motion and optical depth.
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Bus Shelter Design

On public surfaces like bus
shelters, the layered type and
the enlarged “%]“ strokes
interact with reflections,
producing a real-world optical
effect that aligns with Katsui's
language of light and surface

play.
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Gallery wall

Subtle overlaps between
text and color fields
replicate the “floating” effect
seen in Katsui's posters,
forming a calm yet dynamic
environment reminiscent

of his Zen-influenced
compositional rhythm.

Mitsuo Katsui
Explore Your Light Journey
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Merchandises

Both merchandise pieces
reinterpret the “%XJ“ glyph not
as typography, but as a visual
system. Through layering,
reduction, and gradient
modaulation, the collection
captures the exhibition’s core
themes: illusion, temporality,
and the interplay between
structure and emotion.
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Mitsuo Katsui’s work is the shaping

of experience, perception, and space
itself. His vision continues to expand
the possibilities of graphic design,
encouraging us to see technology not
as a tool, but as a catalyst for new forms
of expression. As a true spaceshaper,
Katsui leaves us with a lasting reminder
that design evolves through curiosity,
experimentation, and the courage to
imagine beyond the visible.






